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RESIDENTIAL AGED-CARE FACILITIES 

Grievance 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [9.42 am]: In the brief time available to me this morning, I would like to 
grieve to the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering on an issue that crosses many portfolios and all levels of 
government. I will highlight to the minister the need for an increased number of residential aged-care facilities in 
Western Australia, but more specifically in Midland and the eastern region. 

A lot of information is available on the general topic of our ageing population, for whom we need to cater. I am 
calling upon the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering to take a lead role especially in catering for the needs of 
our ageing population, particularly those who need, and will need in the next 10 to 20 years, residential aged 
care. I commend the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee for dealing with this issue last 
year in its report entitled “Age-friendly WA? a challenge for government”. It is certainly a big challenge for 
government and an issue that needs addressing. 

I specifically want to talk about what is available in the eastern region. I also want to commend the work of the 
City of Swan Community Care Services Advisory Committee. The minister will be no doubt be aware of 
Swan Community Care Services in his role as Minister for Seniors and Volunteering; it is a fabulous group of 
volunteers that has been in existence since the 1980s. That group does about 30 000 hours’ volunteer work 
a year; that equates to about 4 000 eight-hour days a year. It provides all kinds of services and has numerous bus 
drivers and bus assistance. It drives people about 7 000 kilometres a year and does something like 480 trips 
a week. That dedicated group is really helping out with its volunteering. Those people have firsthand experience 
of the needs of aged people. Constituents come to me all the time—often people in their 40s or 50s—trying to 
find accommodation for the aged for their parents; they find it very difficult. I was saying yesterday that many of 
my constituents and people from the broader Midland region have to put their parents in aged care in 
Mosman Park. One lady commutes to Guildford from Toodyay for work every day and has had to put her mother 
into aged care in either Mosman Park or Osborne Park. It is a real burden and makes it hard to visit and support 
elderly people. Of course, elderly people can feel really isolated and out of place when they have to head off to 
another region. It is really important. 

I turn to some facts and figures. Mr Ron Carey from Swan Community Care Services and others have provided 
me with some information. My electorate of Midland has seven facilities and a total of 479 beds. Midland is 
a major regional centre that caters for a very broad region. Mr Carey makes the case—I know he has been in 
touch with the Minister for Lands, the Premier and other people—for the whole of east metro region; I will 
concentrate on electorates close to mine. Midland has seven facilities for 479 people; Kalamunda has 
12 facilities—it sounds good, but they house only 540 people; Forrestfield has two facilities and has only 
115 beds; Swan Hills has one facility, which I believe is in Mundaring, with only 40 beds; and West Swan has 
two facilities—I believe they are in Ellenbrook—with 198 beds. That totals 1 372 beds across five electorates in 
my part of the eastern region. I note for the minister’s reference that Darling Range, which I also have the figures 
on, has just one facility with 60 beds in Carmel. If that is the correct scenario for the minister’s constituency, it 
would mean most of the minister’s constituents have to find aged care well out of the eastern region, or certainly 
outside of his electorate. 

It is really important for all levels of government to get across this issue. There are 1 372 beds across 
five electorates of about 25 000 people each; 125 000 people live in that region. Many of those areas, as the 
minister well knows, are expanding—certainly the areas around Ellenbrook and so forth—and that is putting 
extreme pressure on the number of available residential aged-care beds in the area. This need has to be met now, 
and planning needs to be done now. I particularly wanted to highlight to the minister the opportunity afforded by 
the Swan District Hospital site. That is a large site within my electorate of Midland, a significant portion of 
which could be used for an aged-care facility. I think this is very important. I know that the sale of the site and 
the registrations of interest and so forth are under the Minister for Lands’ portfolio, but I am really calling upon 
the minister to take a lead within government to deal with this need. That is what the community expects of 
government. It expects the minister to take an across-the-board view at the real community needs, not the needs 
of the Minister for Lands, the Treasurer, the Minister for Finance or someone else; their main brief is probably to 
get the best dollar value for taxpayers. They can no doubt say, “Look, we had several offers but this is the best 
offer because it delivers $1 million more back to the taxpayer”, so the government can pay off $1 million more 
of the mammoth state debt. But we would lose the opportunity to provide for the real needs of people because we 
would lose a fabulous site that would be ideal and strategically located quite close to Midland. It would well and 
truly service people in the Swan Valley, the hills and the broader eastern region where there is a significant 
shortage of beds and a phenomenally growing need into the future. I would like the minister to address the whole 
issue, but he could more specifically take up the cause for the people of our part of the eastern region with 
respect to the Swan District Hospital site. 
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MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [9.50 am]: I thank the 
member for Midland for her grievance this morning and for raising an issue about seniors in Western Australia. 
I would like to put some interesting facts on the record that will lead on to what has been raised this morning 
about the ageing population. There is a WA Seniors Card that allows people to receive a lot of discounts. The 
statistics reveal that in 2015, 74 Seniors Card holders turned 100 years of age. Members should keep in mind that 
not everyone who is 100 years of age has a Seniors Card, but in 2016 that number blew out to over 
100 cardholders and, currently, there are 469 people over 100 years of age who hold WA Seniors Cards. The 
population is ageing and the community is now far more tuned in to keeping healthy and active so, consequently, 
we are all living longer. A lot has been said about the ageing population in the last 30 years, and, also, people are 
working longer.  

The member for Midland raised aged care and rightly pointed out that in a number of areas there is a lack of 
aged-care beds. We must also keep in mind that the federal government allocates money for aged-care beds, so if 
someone wants to build a new facility, they would have to apply to the federal government for funding for those 
beds. The federal government funds the beds, which come with an allocation of money, and that person must 
then get a licence to operate. At the same time—I will come back to the Swan District Hospital site in 
a moment—a person could build independent living units for people over 55 years, which are pretty much not 
nursing or aged-care homes but a place where people come and go freely and live in group housing together, 
have interests in common and get things together.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: But some mix of accommodation would be possible on that site—that’s a good point.  

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: We have an opportunity now to look at how to utilise the land at the Swan District Hospital 
site. It is important to note that work is currently being done on the former Roleystone Primary School site, 
which merged with the district high school, and we are working through a similar process to put independent 
living accommodation on that site. The main reasons for that is it is within walking distant to shops, ovals and 
the senior citizens centre and there is a lot available right at that site’s doorstep. The Swan District Hospital site 
is similar to the Roleystone site. The 10.6 hectare site is zoned urban under the current metropolitan region 
scheme and is reserved for public purposes under the City of Swan’s local planning scheme No 17. In the event 
that the site is used as an aged-care facility, a local planning scheme amendment would be required, which 
would include a public consultation period. The Swan District Hospital site is surplus to the government’s 
requirements and is being prepared for disposal as part of the land asset sale program by the Department of 
Lands through LandCorp. The Minister for Lands is responsible for that matter, but I will take it on board. I am 
advised that a market-sounding report was undertaken by LandCorp in 2015 to further understand the market’s 
need for the subject site in its current state or in an alternative form. A number of industry groups were consulted 
during this research, including aged-care providers. LandCorp is currently seeking expressions of interest from 
proponents for a master plan to develop the site, which may include the reuse of all, part or none of the existing 
building. Those expressions of interest will close on 25 May 2016. A town planning scheme amendment will be 
considered once the future use of the site is confirmed.  

It is acknowledged that providing aged-care accommodation is a challenge and, as the member pointed out, it is 
likely to increase. However, it is important to note that the matter is definitely on the table and options for aged 
care are currently going through expressions of interest so that we can to find a way to facilitate that. The 
member hit the nail on the head when she said dealing with this matter will cross a number of agencies, 
including the Department of Lands and the Minister for Planning to deal with the planning regulations and me as 
the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: By way of interjection, the Minister for Health should be interested, too, because, as you 
say, aged-care beds are funded by the federal government. Many elderly people while waiting to go into an aged-
care facility are costing the state government health minister money in his portfolio. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: That is an issue, and I am certainly interested from a portfolio point of view and a local 
electorate point of view.  

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Also, as the Minister for Local Government, all local governments are implementing the 
age-friendly communities program. A fair bit of work has been done on that to date with 57 regional and 
metropolitan local governments receiving state government grants to adopt that approach. The age-friendly 
communities program is all about designing new subdivisions with small, cottage lots that are close to parks, 
main arterial roads, bus routes and shops. Fifty-seven local governments have taken up those grants to help in the 
design and future planning of age-friendly communities. We know this is a going to be a very big problem for 
our community in the future. The interesting feature of those subdivisions will be that if we can achieve that it 
acknowledges that seniors are home a lot during the day so they are the eyes and ears on the street for those busy 
families who are at work and school and have to leave an empty nest at home. It is important that we have 
someone living nearby to keep an eye on the street, providing very good passive surveillance. The program is 
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about putting in age-friendly design and how to work to bring it all together. A lot of work is being done in this 
area and it brings together a group from Department of the Premier and Cabinet, Department of Transport and 
Department of Health to work on the age-friendly communities program to make sure that action plan is put in 
place. Hopefully, that action plan will be endorsed this year so that it can be put in place through the 
Department of Local Government and Communities.  

I thank the member for Midland for her grievance. Her grievance is exactly that. It is a larger issue for the whole 
government and I take on board her comments that we need to be more proactive than we are being at the 
moment. I will take up the matter of the expressions of interest with the Minister for Lands so that we get some 
transparency around that. Obviously the key component, as the member touched on, is that we have to make sure 
we put some pressure on our federal colleagues to fund those beds. I understand that the funding of those beds is 
done by using Australian Bureau of Statistics census collection district data to identify the number of people over 
a certain age who would qualify for those beds. That is probably where the problem arises. For example, 
a private operator might require a minimum of 70 beds to build a reasonable facility and if funding is not 
available for 70 beds, the operator will not spend its money to build that facility. It is a good point to raise. There 
needs to be cooperation between state government ministers and their federal government colleagues to get on 
top of the issue of the ageing population in the wider community. I thank the member for her grievance.  
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